RESOLUTION No. 
Support the Renaming of Fourth Avenue to César E. Chávez Boulevard (Resolution) 

WHEREAS, César E. Chávez, a great American labor leader and civil rights activist, advocated for real social change, economic justice, racial equality and political empowerment through nonviolence for all Americans; and 

WHEREAS, César E. Chávez raised public awareness of the plight and terrible living conditions of migrant farm workers everywhere and worked tirelessly to ensure better working, health and safety conditions for all workers and their families; and 

WHEREAS, César E. Chávez visited Oregon and worked with local leaders to further his life’s work of advocating for fair, just, and humane working conditions and treatment of Latinos and all people in Oregon; and 

WHEREAS, Latinos in Oregon comprise over 11 percent of the total state population and 94% of Multnomah County‘s new residents in the last seven years are Latino, and currently no major streets exist within the City of Portland that honor a person of Latino heritage; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Portland seeks to honor civil rights leaders and other inspiring historical figures who have fought against social injustice, inequality, institutionalized economic oppression, and unjust political domination through the naming of public parks, streets, and other common assets; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal for a street name change in honor of César E. Chávez is the product of a grassroots, community-driven effort, and has the expressed support of many area neighbors, diverse community leaders – including Latinos, the Slavic community, African Americans, immigrants, Native Americans, the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, Transgender (LGBT) community, Asians, faith leaders, peace and justice allies; and 

WHEREAS, on September 5, 2007 Portland City Council authorized the initiation of a period of formal public comment to allow a further discussion of this proposal within the greater Portland community; and 

WHEREAS, the César E. Chávez Committee fulfilled its directive by the Portland City Council to participate in two publicly notified meetings, outreach to area neighborhoods, and encourage dialogue about this issue; and 

WHEREAS, the Portland City Council now has an opportunity to acknowledge multiple Portland histories by honoring a national icon who fought for the cause of freedom, justice, equality; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Council declares its support to rename Fourth Avenue beginning at SW Grant Street and the entirety of NW Fourthth Avenue as César E. Chávez Boulevard; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, if the Council adopts an ordinance permitting street renaming to be initiated by Council resolution, this resolution is intended to and shall be considered to initiate the renaming of Fourth Avenue beginning at SW Grant Street and the entirety of NW Fourthth Avenue to César E. Chávez Boulevard.  Upon adoption of such ordinance, the Planning Commission is directed to consider the proposed renaming and make a recommendation to Council within 45 days of the ordinance becoming effective.
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