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Shooting suspect commits suicide after chase
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A man suspected in a shooting earlier this week apparently committed suicide after exchanging gunshots with police after a chase.

An autopsy Wednesday revealed that Richard Lynn Smith, 30, died after placing a .22 caliber handgun to his left temple and pulling the trigger. Police found the gun and a spent .22 casing inside the Toyota Corolla that Smith was driving.

At first, police said they were unsure whether Smith was killed by an officer or whether he killed himself. Officer Leo Besner was involved in the shooting and has been placed on paid administrative leave, a routine step taken as police continue their investigation.

Smith had been sought since Aug. 7, when a Clackamas County deputy was shot during a chase. Smith also was wanted for allegedly shooting a Portland man Monday afternoon.

Smith had evaded ground and air searches late Monday and early Tuesday as police used dogs, a helicopter and a powerful searchlight in a six-hour manhunt. Smith was seen by an acquaintance about 9 p.m., and later officers spotted Smith driving a car listed as stolen in north Portland.

Police chased Smith along Interstate 5, across a bridge and onto U.S. 30, where the car stopped long enough for a passenger to jump out. Smith then sped off at speeds of 80 mph, as police set up spike strips on the highway.

Smith's car hit the spikes near the bridge, blowing out one or two tires, police said. Pursuing cars forced Smith over, and there was an exchange of gunshots, police said.

No officers were injured.

After the pursuit ended, police waited for special weapons officers to arrive and pull Smith out. Considering Smith extremely dangerous, officers shot out the car's headlights before approaching it.

Clackamas County authorities said Smith is one of three suspects in an Aug. 7 shooting involving Sheriff's Deputy Steve Thoroughman. A car driven by Andrew D. Day, 35, led police on a chase along Oregon 224, I-205 and Portland streets. Suspects inside the car fired shots at Thoroughman, police said. No one was injured, although bullets punctured the deputy's car.

Police arrested Day hours later. The third suspect, Barbara Jo Lester, 34, was being sought.

About 5:30 p.m. Monday, police say Smith shot and wounded a 38-year-old man inside a Portland home. The victim is recovering at a hospital.
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