
'hen colleague suqqested I talk with Matt Davis of the Portland Met was d is~ nissive. 
It's a post-college shopper; pretentious and provincial; someone's plaything. But Matt had found Jamie ~ a r ~ u e z ,  who had made a set 
of exceptional photographs with his cell phone camera, and more - Jamie was pissed off and wanted everyone to see the pics. 

The fuzzy pictures showed a circle of uniformed police officers, fire personnel and emergency medical technicians standing over the 
limp body of lames Chasse, who would die 90 minutes later without medical attention in the back of a police car. 

Matt Davis had put Jamie's pictures on the internet, and within a couple of days everyone had seen the impassive authorities, blandly 
gabbing with their partners. Matt had made a bold move. "Portland media has historically been frightened of candor when it cokes to 
the police," Matt told me recently, "Criticism of one officer is easily positioned by their advocates to be a blanket condemnation of all 
officers - most medias can't risk having the door closed, and make compromises." 

The details: he's 28 and from London. He's been all over the world, and fell in love with a Portland girl who enticed him home. He has 
a quick smile, some bravado, easy wit and poor taste in clothes. Davis is working angles in Portland media no one has touched since 
Mark Christianson left for LA in the 1980s. And he's working without standard resources. He doesn't own a cell phone or a car. He 
uses an antique laptop, his own camera and has created his own beat - Portland's underclass. And he takes a certain glee in pissing 
people off. 

Not only in the print edition of the Mercury does he play, which is fairly innocuous, but the romper room of the paper's active blog is 
where the duels have flourished - often Matt parrying several dozen hostile readers and an occasional editor at once. 

Why Chasse? Why a documentary film? "We can show the rest of the country that Portland isn't as great as the New York Times 
would led us to believe. There need to be changes with the police, with the mental health system, with the state budget. I want this 
film to cry shame on Portland. Sure, we've learned things, we've made changes - but Jim Chasse's death should have been 
prevented. It's Portland's small town mentality which caused this tragedy." 
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"I think Chasse's death is a great example of the lethal nature of commonly-used police 
tactics," says Benjamin Haile, who has signed on to be our attorney. "Maybe the police were 
being extra-aggressive because of the demographic changes in the Pearl District at the time, 
and the decreased tolerance for people who seemed out of place there." 

"But the basic theme of Tasing someone then having the enormous weight of a police officer 
on top of them while they are in shock is something that I see very often," Haile continues. "I 
frequently have clients say they thought they were going to die during such encounters." 
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