Excerpted from the American Medical
Association’s June 989 Research
Action Plan

1 olitical movements in general, and
the animal activist movement in par-
ticular, consist of layers of support and
tayers of supporters. At the center are
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The animal activist movement must be
shown to be not only anti-science but also
a) responsible for viclent and illegal
acts that endanger life and property, and
b) a threat to the public's freedom of
choice. This is particularly imporiant
given the importance of "lifestyle” issues
to the public. The public must be made to

rerdarstand thnt animaal sinhts endianle nand

an issue which may not be perceived by
mosi as affecting them personally.
Inherent in the - AMA Action Plan are
approaches designed to take the humane
treatment issue away from the animal
activists by showing that the research
community supports homane treatment of

animals used in biomedical research, and
that
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friends bui
generally will not participate
in demenstrations or will do

the issue with

50 only occasionally.
Nevertheless such people are
vital 10 the success of the
movement, Beyond the
sympathizers are the generul
public. They are generaliy
uncommitted and may be won
aver or alienated depending
on how successful the
hardcore and activists are in
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most intensely in the movement and its
gouls. Less intensely commitied, but still
dedicated strongly to the movement, are
the activists who may participate in
demonstrations. Still less intense in their
suppor! than the activists are the
sympathizers. They are people who have
a commitment to the movement, may
coniribute money, may belong to one or
more  organizations and /or
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"moderates” are opposed not only to the
use of animals in medical research but
also their freedom to eat as they choose,
dress as they choose and enjoy various
forms of entertainment (hunting, zoos,
circuses, rodeos, etc.). This may have
more immediate and personal impact on
many audiences than arguments about the
importance of using animals in research --
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research and to

i)iomedica]
expose the real agenda of

animal activists, which is to
tmpede biomedical research
and prevent the ill and injured
from receiving the benefits of
that research. Physicians are a
critical element in this
program, and patients and their

families and friends are
another, Education of the
public, especially young

_people, is the key 1o success.
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humane standards are observed. This
should ease the concerns of the largest part
of the general public and allow the AMA
to say that the legitimate concerns of the
animal welfare proponents are being
addressed (as opposed to the extreme and
unreasonable demand that no animal be
used in such research) and help isolate the
hardcore activists from the broader public,

The American Medical

fotlow developments with
interest. Sympathizers may

write letlers or slmp v. 4 dlscuss
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hardcore types uand the
activists will not alter their
views. They are dedicated.
The sympathizers, however,
are soft and the general

public is up for grabs. animals,
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‘scientific thought aiong with 1mpormnce of animals,. o
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Association is proposing a new
and expanded program to focus

Public, pusution on ths, value, of
whaltever length of time it takes
to turn the tide of this public
issue.
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getling their message out and
how successful the opposition
is.

To defeat the animal rights
movement, one has to peel
away the outermost layers of
support and isolate the
hardcore actvists from the
generial puble and shrink the
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The American Medical
Association is making a major
commitment of time, resources
and personnel to implement the
tactics and strategies in this
Action Plan. Implementation
of the plan will require a major
financial commitment from
many sources. The AMA will
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